6                         THE HERITAGE OF KARNATAKA

Kaveri and TamrapanjI are mentioned. So also is Danda-
karanya, abounding in mountains, rivers and caves.1
Among the countries of the south, mention is made of
Rstika, Mahisaka, Andhra, Pundra, Cola, Pandya and
Kerala.2 It is possible that Rstika mentioned here is about
the same as Rstika of the ASokan edicts and it might have
been a part of Karnataka, that formed the original home of
the Rastrakutas. Mahisaka may have been Mysore
Karnataka; so also Vaijayanta, referred to in the Ramayana
as situated in the south, may be Banavasiin North Kanara.8
In the absence, however, of unambiguous reference to
Karnataka, we are not qn firm ground in asserting that it
was known to the Ramayana either in parts or as a whole.
It is more likely that the vast middle region between the
rivers Godavari and Kaveri, which defined the Karnataka of
later history, was mostly a forest tract, very thinly popula-
ted, known to the Ramayana as Dandakaranya. In regard
to Kiskindha, the capital of Vali, it must be said that it is
generally identified with Anegondi near Hampi in Karna-
taka;4 but it would be rather too fanciful to consider
Kiskindha of the Ramayana as being as much Karnataka
town as Anegondi later came to be.

The date of the composition of both these epics is one
of the most vexed problems in the history of Indian litexa-
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